

We hope your child is enjoying the new challenges in Year 3 and that this summary of the term ahead will be useful.
Take One Picture

We have joined with the rest of the school in the Art focused themed week looking at Renoir’s Umbrellas picture.  The children will create take part in numeracy, literacy and art activities to support this.    

Cross curricula learning in Year 3

The dinosaur topic will allow children to develop their research skills in ICT.  They will learn how to share electronic information and consider how the quality of presentation and context can affect their audience.  Our dinosaur topic allows the children to learn about the differences and similarities between different dinosaurs and other creatures of the time, exploring diet and environment.  Also the science of paleontology will be discussed as fossils are investigated.  A comparison will be made between our teeth and that of different types of dinosaurs.  The changing environment of the dinosaur periods provide opportunities to learn about the geographical differences known about the world millions of years ago.  During the topic, the children will develop a better understanding of chorology through the investigation of changes to dinosaur life over a period of time.  The children will build on existing skills of collage to create marvelous huge dinosaurs and will focusing on appraisal and improvement of art and design this half term.  An old shirt or art apron would be beneficial.
The children’s musical skills will be enhanced with an appreciation of timbre, pitch and tempo using Music Express and later this term we will use 2Compose in the ICT suite to create music to support our topic.  After ½ term, our topic will move onto ‘Space’.

Literacy

The children will be improving their word and sentence skills in differentiated groupings on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.  Weekly spelling concentrate on the different spelling patterns: to start with this will be sound based.  Spellings will come home Mondays to be learnt for the following Monday’s spelling test.  We will be fitting in regular phonic sessions, often at the start of the day, to continue the children’s learning from Year 2.   On Thursdays and Fridays, we dedicate a longer session in our own classes to allow a deeper exploration of the text we are studying.  The first genre is Myths and Legends.  Our second focus will allow the children to utilize their new topic based knowledge by writing informative texts.  As our topic turns to ‘Space’, the children will explore adventure and mystery fictional writing and then to harness the sounds and sights of space in their own poetry.

Guided Reading occurs 3 times a week, allowing children to read as part of a group.  If you are able to help, please see your child’s teacher.  Periodically, your child will be asked to write a review of a book they have read and submit their review using the Learning Platform.  This should encourage them to express their options on a variety of genre.

The home/school book (Oak Tree on the front) now replaces the children’s reading record and each child is expected to refer to a class folder and select their next book from the reading scheme, tick their sheet and write the title of the book in their home/school book.  As you hear your child read at home, please write your comment or initial and state the page number if the book is partially read.   When the book is complete, your child will need to change their book as above prior to school starting.  If you are able to give your child a hand in the first couple of weeks, that may be helpful for some children.
Numeracy

Numeracy groups across Year 3 and 4 will start on Monday and are held each day 9:30-10:30.  Numeracy teaching is in line with the Primary Numeracy Strategy and the children use practical activities, oral strategy explanation, visual representation and written calculations to strengthen their mathematical knowledge at their level.  Their groups will cover number work including sequencing, place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, shape, measure and data handling.
Learning Platform

In Year 3 we use a new web-based NetMedia Learning Platform being adopted by many of the county’s schools.  Templefield’s Learning Platform is a secured site accessible by a child’s login and password available from both the school network and any home PC/laptop.  It will provide a means for children in Year 3 to access electronic documents and web links set up by their teachers to allow a logical progression through activities in a lesson or as part of homework which they can then submit to their teacher across the web within the Learning Platform.  Specific details will be sent home when your child has a home-based activity where they will be given the option to complete the work at home or in a new homework club run in the ICT suite for those children who may find accessing the internet at home difficult.

PE

In PE this term, the children will develop their gymnastic skills and learn tag rugby.  As such, they will need both an indoor and outdoor PE kit in school.

The children will be walked around to outside the Ark each day for you to collect, if you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.

Regards

Mrs Bates and Mrs Prestedge  

