TEMPLEFIELD LOWER SCHOOL
A POLICY DOCUMENT FOR DRUGS EDUCATION
Philosophy
Drug use and misuse are becoming increasingly common in our society. There is concern that the average age of drug misuse is falling and that young children are becoming increasingly aware of illegal drugs and the misuse of these and other drugs. We therefore believe that drug education is essential to ensure our pupils have an age appropriate knowledge and understanding in order to be informed citizens and appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle and to enable children to make sensible, informed choices throughout their lives.

We recognise the importance of partnership with parents in this potentially sensitive curriculum area.

Aims and objectives
The aims of this policy are to
· Address a need for a greater awareness of drugs

· Provide sufficient knowledge and understanding to make healthy decisions within given situations
· To inform students about risk and consequences of drug misuse

· To promote healthy life styles and positive activities not involving drug misuse

· Help students explore their attitudes to drugs and drug misuse

School’s definition of drugs
A drug is any substance which, when introduced into the body, creates change in perception and/or in mood and/or in how the body functions. The drugs included in this policy are:-

· Alcohol

· Illegal drugs e.g. cannabis, ecstasy, heroin

· Over the counter medicines e.g. cough mixtures, paracetamol

· Prescription medicines e.g. tranquillisers

· Tobacco

· Volatile substances that are sniffed e.g. petrol, butane, aerosols, glue

The curriculum
Drug education is a cross- curricular area that should be taught within other subject areas as they arise.

Foundation stage

(the objectives for Foundation Stage are addressed through the Early Learning Goals)
Pupils should :-
· Know that all medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines

· Know and understand simple safety rules about medicines, tablets, solvents and household substances

Key Stage One
(drugs education in KS1 and KS2 forms part of the P.S.H.E. schemes of work)
Pupils should

· Know that all medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines

· Know about the role of drugs as medicine

· Know that a substance can be harmful if not used properly

· Know that there are different types of medicine and some people need them to live a normal life

· Know and understand simple safety rules about medicines, tablets, solvents and household substances

Key Stage Two
Pupils should
· Know that all medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines

· Which commonly available substances and drugs are legal and illegal, their effects and risks
· Know about the effects on the human body of tobacco, alcohol and other drugs, and how they relate to their personal health

· Be able to recognise the different risks in different situations and then decide how to behave responsibly

· Know that pressure to behave in an unacceptable or risky way can come from a variety of sources, including people they know, and how to ask for help and basic techniques for resisting pressure to do wrong

· The important and beneficial part which drugs have played in society

Teaching approaches
It is important that drug education is delivered within a safe, secure and supportive learning environment. Like other curriculum subjects, it needs to be taught through discussion, role-play, group and class work using appropriate ICT and outside agencies.

Where possible outside agencies will be asked to support the drug education curriculum.

Confidentiality
Some children may choose to mention instances of drug use within class or with individuals of the school community. While staff will want to be supportive we work within the child protection guidelines and are not able to guarantee confidentiality

Assessment, recording and reporting
This will take place by means of:-

· Formative assessment, noting the progress of individuals as it takes place during activities

· Summative assessment, a variety of assessment tasks e.g. oral, worksheets, practical activities etc

· Evidence of tasks may also include photographs.

Monitoring
The P.S.H.E. Co-ordinator has overall responsibility for monitoring Drugs education within the school with feedback from Key Stage Co-ordinators, senior staff and teaching staff. The ‘Drug Education policy’ will be reviewed on a regular basis in line with the Bedfordshire Framework for Drug and Alcohol Education.

Information to parents
The school operates an ‘open door ‘policy for parents and actively seeks to work with them and support them.

The drugs policy is available on the school website.
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